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Note from Dana 

Beloved Church, 
 
I sit down to write this letter after seeing my oldest climb into a school bus on his way to Kindergarten. 
Logically, I’m handling this transition quite well. He’s ready in every way. He’s excited to make new friends. 
He’s tired of being around his little sister who keeps wrecking his LEGO projects. Off into the world he goes!  
 
But then, in a quiet moment, like this one, with my computer open in my office, there are tears. There are all 
kinds of feelings I cannot name. I worry that I’ve launched him onto a school bus that will carry him at lightening 
speed through these next six years of elementary school. I feel guilt for the days I’ve spent eagerly looking ahead, 
wondering when I won’t feel like a possum, with one child or the other clinging to me.  
 
When I see Leighton’s little face out the bus window, it feels as though my heart has left my body. He’s off to 
inhabit the most important role we have in life: to be a learner. And I pray that he’s greeted by a world that is 
gentle, kind, and loving.  
 
Since I’m still a learner in this School of Life (parenthood is the hardest class I’ve ever taken!), God keeps 
revealing to me the value of letting go. It feels counter-intuitive.  When we release our grip, when we let go, we 
make space for new possibilities. Change is a way of life and a truly engaged life is one that includes countless 
beginnings and endings.  
 
Autumn is the season in which God gives us a clear object lesson. The great beauty of orange, red, and yellow 
leaves are a sign of the tree’s work of letting go and release. Within God’s creation, as one leaf falls to the 
ground, it’s not replaced by an extract replica, instead something new grows in its place. Sure, it might be a leaf, 
but it’s unique in its size and shape. The letting go is the necessary precursor to new life.  
 
I know that I cannot “make” a life that defies the value of this autumnal lesson. If I attempt to create a life that 
doesn’t allow for change and letting go, it would be colorless. So, I invite us all into embracing the life we’ve 
been given by God: one full of the endless interplay of letting go and embracing, of beginnings and endings, of 
living and dying. May each of us learn how to trust God in these moments of transition, knowing God holds our 
future and trusting that it is one of bright, colorful possibility. 
 

Peace & blessings, 
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A  letter to Dana, and to South Church, explaining a bit about Ben’s journey in Africa and how our live-streaming sermon 
brought him peace and understanding.  
 
As you may know I'm just beginning my 24 months of service as a Peace Corps volunteer here in the village of Bolero, but I've 
been in the country already for nearly 3 months. Though these first many weeks were so crammed with trainings on the role of 
the volunteer in development, digging into the complex Banthu language of Chitumbuka (...nothing like any Romance 
language), and learning just how to build a proper permaculture garden. I've had so much time to reflect on both my life at 
home and my new life here in "The Warm Heart of Africa". I've had a lot of time to think about just what it is that I am doing 
here (spoiler alert, I still haven't quite figured it out). 
 
In order to understand what I'm doing here, I have turned to reflect on what I was doing at home. What was bringing meaning 
to my life at home? And what brought me here, to the small village of Bolero, in one of the world’s poorest countries called 
Malawi? I've realized that there are many pieces of my life in the States that brought meaning to my life, that formed my core, 
that I hadn't realized at the time: speaking English freely and truly being understood, the casual uses of institutions like libraries, 
coffee shops, and bars to individually and communally grow myself intellectually and socially, but also the ability to have 
conversations about philosophy and theology freely. It is partly this final point that brought me to you this morning. 
 
I just finished listening to your sermon (twice) on "The Queen Bee" from a few weeks ago. Yet another realization I have had in 
Malawi is the serendipity of my life (or maybe it's more of a divine lure than dumb luck). I constantly feel lead-by and called-by 
a force beyond us. I don't always know where it's leading me, but I can absolutely feel myself pulled on a certain path and it has 
lead me to your sermon on Service Leadership. While many of these pulls leave me feeling contented yet confused, certain of 
these moments prove to be cathartic. They bring me true clarity, understanding, vision, and direction. And this morning 
hearing your sermon, was just one of those moments. 
 
My first two weeks here at my site have been trying. I've felt tested physically in my ability to bike an hour to reach the nearest 
trading center tested psychologically to come up with creative ways to solve persistent community issues, and, most of all, 
emotionally with homesickness and struggling to form meaningful relationships here, not only with the community but within 
myself. I miss the heck out of my family and my friends, my partner, my old routines and habits, but a really huge part of me 
misses the freeing ability to question and explore openly my spirituality. 
 

I attended church services in my training village in Kasungu, spoken entirely in the 
language of Chichewa. I couldn't understand a word of the service, but their energy 
and passion for worship was infectious. I attended the services for several weeks but 
eventually stopped. The services weren't me. I have come to understand that faith 
means a lot to me, and it means a lot more to me than just attending any church 
service on Sunday. I felt a longing for the right fit. 
 
I was excited to learn about an English service at the Church of Central Africa 
Presbyterian (CCAP) here in Bolero. While I didn't know much about 
Presbyterianism, I thought that a protestant Christian church service, spoken in 
English would finally be the place to continue my search. But it wasn't. I left the 
service feeling the lowest I've felt in the 10 weeks here in Malawi.  
 

I don't believe it to be coincidental that last week was South Church's inaugural (and might I add, very successful!) attempt at 
live streaming a service; it is not coincidental that I am in an area able to access the internet to stream that service; and it is not 
coincidental that the low point of my spiritual search brought me to streaming that very service from July 29th. I was meant to 
listen to this service on Servant Leadership. Dana’s sermon was truly the word of God and it somehow found me 8,000 miles 

Our Stories: Joining in from Malawi!  
By Ben Harris 

continued 



South Church Fall 2018 

4 

 

continued 
away at a time when I needed it most. With tears gleaming in my eyes and a smile from ear to ear, I sat and reveled in the 
power and grace of God.  
 

Peace Corps mission is Servant Leadership. We have skills and experience to offer, but we are first and foremost learners, 
guided by the people and the communities we are here to serve. We are here to guide and direct the energy and passions of the 
community, not to command and control, not to dish out power of our own. We are here to share perspectives and 
experiences, and foster ideas and excitements to hone that energy, to wash the feet of our neighbors that they might find vision 
and purpose in their own step. 
 

The descriptions of good leaders put forth by South Church are exactly the ideas that we have discussed in training. But no 
words rang so true to me as these: 
 

"Good leaders always dwell in a place of possibility, they always seek hope" 
 

With these words I found peace and hope. Having grown up with South Church, I should have know how to be a better leader 
and a servant leader. After all, each and every mentor, role model, and community member at South Church is the living spirit 
of God, an exemplary servant leader. I think I had been misguided in my spiritual explorations through trying to find church 
institutions or theological conversations with community members. I was trying to fit a square peg in the circle hole. I was 
looking for solutions to my problems in the wrong places, and I hadn't realized that the solution is simple and right before my 
eyes. I feel like I have found a new beginning, a new place to explore what faith, hope, compassion, and understanding mean to 
me: through service. 
 

Your words have struck me, calmed me, and brought direction to my lost and searching spirit. I am so glad that by the grace of 
God I could hear your sermon from weeks past, that I could once again find comfort in South Church, even 8,000 miles away, 
proving that the church is not within those walls, but built by the spirit of its community, and that your words could inspire 
hope in me, remind me once again just what it is I am doing here. To be a servant leader requires exactly those qualities 
required to be a Peace Corps volunteer and to be a seeker of God and truth. 
 

You ask, at the end of your sermon, what being a servant leader means to you. I think it is that power of understanding; 
possessing both sides of the coin: of speaking up, but more importantly knowing when to be a listener; of taking action, but 
more importantly to know when to encourage others to take the driver seat; of being a teacher, but more importantly learning 
from those who seek your guidance. They say sometimes Peace Corps service requires more compassion than passion. A 
requirement also, of servant leadership. 
 

About a week or two after arriving in country I received a stack of letters from my mom. She had written and sent them weeks 
before I even left the country, knowing that I would receive them soon after arriving (proving to me the ability to care so 
deeply, and also to embarrass me from 8,000 miles away, that only moms can have). Some of the letters were stream of 
consciousness musings on her daily routines, the weather, her thoughts about our time spent together and of my service with 
the Peace Corps. Some were a single post card or a note, with few words, and it is one of these notes that I cherish deeply, and 
that your sermon brought to mind. So I'll leave you with my mom's note to me, that has guided me since training, true in 
Massachusetts or Malawi, words that I continue to find truth in each and every day: 
 

"I slept and dreamt that 
 life was joy. 
I awoke and saw that 
 life was service. 
I acted and behold, 
 service was joy." 
 -Rabindranath Tagore 

With Peace and Love, 
Ben Harris 

Our Stories: Joining in from Malawi!  
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The Youth Choir, really just Owen and Juliet, performed very well together in harmony such as Copland’s “Simple Gifts”. 
The Pickers were always inspiring and well received. Their original compositions were the best. 

But I really would like to thank the South Church Staff. Staff meetings have been very deeply religious and occasionally quite 
humorous. I have thoroughly enjoyed the sermons of Rev. Dana and Rev. Alex. I really 
believe they have lifted my own religious fervor to a higher degree. The hard and 
dedicated work of Linda, Nora, Sherry, Terry, Jenn, Joanne, and Wally have been 
exemplary. I will never forget them. 

I have been quite impressed with the talent around the church. Singers, 
instrumentalists, substitute preachers, have been inspirational. Renee’s centurion 
sermon was captivating. Summer church attendees got quite a smorgasbord of 
extraordinary service experiences.  

So, now, farewell and best of luck to you all. You will be in good hands with Cathy 
Meyer. I will still conduct the Lexington Pops Chorus, the Carleton Willard Village 
Chorus, the MTA Chorus,  and the Burlington Sunrise sing-a-longs. I’ll be busy with 
music and the love of grandchildren! 

By Bob Lague 

Our Stories: Bob Lague says Goodbye 

It has been a very enriching year for me as your 
Interim Minister of Music at South Church. I would 
like to thank all the members of the congregation 
who have been very supportive during my tenure 
here. I believe there is no greater way of praising 
God but through music. I have often been inspired 
by the musical performances through the year. 

The Senior Choir has performed many moving 
anthems. The bell choir grew and performed at full 
capacity. They played about 5 times during the 
year. Tom Appleton was helpful in setting them up 
by the organ. The Cherub Choir was very 
precocious and loveable and who can forget their 
shepherd costumes at Christmas! How about their 
Kum-ba-yah and marching around the church 
playing bells? 
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Our Stories: What’s 0ur Business? 
What brings you to South Church? What calls you here, whatever the nature and level of your 

involvement? What do you hope to gain? How would you like to be different?  

These are important questions to ponder because participating in a church community has the deep potential to be a unique 

engagement. Your participation at South Church has the power to be unlike your involvement in any other organization, 

club, or gathering where you participate. Simply put, as a Christian community, we are in the “business” of transformation, 

for ourselves and for those whose lives we touch. This may startle you as  it’s a leap beyond our traditional way of thinking. 

Yet it’s within the grasp of us all since 

from the first moment you engage with 

us, you are invited to participate fully. 

How do we faithfully imagine and live 

out this transformational relationship to 

make it so? Our cultural biases and 

historical precedents work against us as 

they condition us to view our 

involvements through the lens of 

“transaction.” In other words, what am I 

expected to give, in exchange for what I 

can expect to get?  (Consider the nature 

of employment relationships.) This way 

of thinking about our life together is 

limiting as it leaves little to strive for 

beyond the predictable.  Instead, let’s 

dive into another more intentional and 

faithful way of identifying what it means, 

in the truest sense, to be members of 

our Christian community.  

The differentiation lies in the concept 

“covenant partnership.” What might this 

type of relationship mean for us and how 

is it different from a transactional 

relationship? This chart comparing 

covenant to employment relationships 

helps clarify. 

As we journey together in the life of our 

church, let’s strive to make covenant 

partnership our reality. Let’s opt not for 

a cozy club, but a paradigm-shifting, life 

giving bond that changes lives. And just 

as a body needs all its parts, we need one 

another to make this so.  

By Laura Jordan 
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Linda Zimmerman, SC member and Executive Director of Neighbors in Need (a SC 
core mission), was recently honored with the Children First Award by the Professional 
Center for Child Development (PCCD) for her work with PCCD families in her role as 
Executive Director of Neighbors In Need (NIN). Each spring PCCD celebrates those 
who have made an impact on the communities they serve. “This year’s event celebrates 
the world of possibilities that are opened up for children through our programs and 
services,” said Chris Hunt, PCCD executive director. “When you remove barriers, the 
possibilities are limitless.” 
 
The PCCD support services ensure that children of all abilities can remain in a secure 
environment for learning and growing. The partnership between NIN and PCCD 
includes referring clients to pantries and providing holiday meals to Early Intervention (EI) families. South Church plays an integral 
part in NIN’s Holiday Meals Program, providing 271 Thanksgiving meal boxes last year. NIN works with South Church youth 
Summer of Service Program, bringing students to serve at NIN pantries, work the fields at Johnson’s Highland View Farm and the 
Giving Garden in North Andover. Both gardens provide fresh produce distributed at NIN pantries. Linda’s relationship with 
PCCD predates her NIN partnership. In 1983, their 2-pound premature son, Matthew Longo, briefly received Early Intervention 
services.  Fortunately, he did not need extensive services and is now a healthy adult and father of a 2 1/2-year-old with whom 
Linda and “Papa” Steve Longo happily spend all day every Friday! 

Our Stories: Linda Zimmerman receives Children First Award  

Our Stories: ACT Fred Stott Advocacy Award goes to Candy Dann  
 

Andover Community Trust (ACT) recognized Candy Dann this June with the Fred Stott Advocacy Award due to her role as the 
lead advocate and contact over the past six years that led to the sale of land from South Church to ACT to build six permanently 
affordable homes at 8 Lupine Rd. Candy, in turn recognized all of South Church for its broad support for the “Affordable Housing 
Initiative”.  “No one does this alone” she said in her remarks at the ACT Annual Meeting.  
  
The idea for the sale of land had been proposed initially in 2012. As Candy recalls it, the church wasn’t ready for the idea at that 
time so it was tabled. “The following year, I happened to be chair of Board of Trustees when the idea of selling land to ACT and 
Habitat didn’t come up again for a vote.  That almost went unnoticed except for a pointed and timely question at Annual Meeting 
from Ted Harris. He had just returned from a youth trip into Boston with City Reach, getting to know homeless people on a first 
name basis. His passion cemented my belief that this was worth pursuing whenever the time was right.”   
  
For the next four years, Candy kept in touch with ACT to help them follow our moves (hiring an interim minister, then Dana, 
then Alex). The church council and moderator put together an “Affordable Housing Initiative” outreach group – Candy Dann and 
Marty Mason as co-chairs, with Steve and Fran Fink, Ellen Arvidson, Ted Harris, and Matt Joyall – that pulled together 
information to share with the congregation. But, so many others had their parts. Thanks go to all of them – to those who 
developed the idea, who asked questions, who kept the idea alive, who researched and responded to questions, who advised on 
when and how to bring the question before the congregation, who ensured that the church follow a responsible process, who met 
with neighbors, taught us the history of the land, and to the congregation for faithfully considering the question of selling this 
parcel for affordable housing.  
   
There is room for everyone to play a part in bringing these homes to reality and welcoming six new families to Andover. There’s 
need for all types of help, not just construction help. Imagine offering to make lunches for those doing construction, helping with 
landscaping, making curtains or painting, or working with the new families to get settled and learn the fun things to do in the area, 
handle finances, and more. This three-way partnership will stretch and strengthen each of us and will make a permanent difference 
in our community.   
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Our Board of World Service is one of the oldest boards in South Church, and even in the country, committed to supporting 
our missions from local to international support.   In 1810, the American Board of Commissioners of Foreign Missions was 
organized by members of the Andover Theological Seminary community, including students, professors, and members of 
South Church.  In 1812, the first American missionaries left Andover with financial support by South Church. 
 

“Go see what good can be done, and do it,” was the message given to the first missionaries in their send off, and “DO GOOD” 
was what the message boiled down to.  All discussion to try to contain any wordy message only became wordier, and the 
General Conference wisely acknowledged that less was more.   
 

Our 3rd minister Rev. Justin Edwards, ATS class of 1813, was so taken by his brethren seminarians he introduced the 
missionary movement to South Church as working committees.  He started the Female Beneficent Society and the Juvenile 
Missionary Society in 1815, all under the “Society to Do Good”.   
 

From the Society to Do Good to today’s three year rotating 12 members of the Board of World Service and a staff liaison, our 
outreach has traveled many roads, still drawing on our faith for our compass.  The Board is now financed from our annual 
budget, with the board members vetting the requests from near and far for financial aid.  Our Christmas and Easter offerings 
go to special projects, and they recently offered a matching gift for disaster relief. 
  
This is a board that reflects the hands of the body of our church.  Yes, those hands write checks, however, the board provides 
ample opportunity for us all to get our hands actively involved.  Current local service opportunities vary from monthly/bi-
monthly/weekly projects with Habitat, Bread and Roses, Hancock Courts, and the Giving Garden, to name a few. 
 

An annual gem of the Board has been running 
our Day of Service.  In 2000, then board 
members Lynne MacDonald and Lysanne 
Lapierre went out on a limb to try a multi-
generational, multi-site opportunity for 
everybody to ‘do good’ locally, representing 
South Church throughout the Merrimack 
Valley.  From helping in a soup kitchen to 
helping our own members in need of leaf 
raking, South Church has developed a solid 
reputation of ‘doing good’ in active local 
mission partnership. 
 

This year our Day of Service will be Saturday, 
November 3rd, our 19th. This day has grown 
where the Confirmation class takes on a 
bonding project together, the Boy Scout troop 
which meets at South Church takes on leaf 
raking duties, special baking and craft projects 
are sponsored by Family Ministries to include 
our youngest and oldest, and the Fellowship 
Committee provides a ham and bean dinner to 
bring everyone back together for food, 
friendship, sharing, and caring.  Truly an all 
congregation event.   
 

That limb has become a solid branch now with dozens of offshoots sprouting in the last 18 years. “Go see what good can be 
done, and do it.”   
 

And now you know… 

 

Did You Know… 
Reflections from  Char Lyons, South Church Historian 
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Day of Service: Sat., Nov. 3rd 2018 – Save the Date! 

I loved watching people make connections within our church community 

and out in the wider community. Teamwork, positive energy, kindness, 

and hard work were the themes of this day.  

It is a small thing, but Dana’s Grace message was a reminder of how we 

can provide service for the Lord in some simple ways of work – baking, 

raking, washing, cleaning, and that really struck me that we often think 

of work as something to be avoided and we need to remember the pleasure 

that can come with it especially when the benefit is being shared. 

I enjoyed seeing people in unexpected ways, pitching in to 
make the day a success!!  
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A Page Out of Jenn’s Journal 

Here we are again, preparing to embark on a new school year. It’s 

hard to believe that summer has already passed us by and that the cool 

breeze and fall leaves are around the corner. As we embark on this new 

program year, we do so with the opportunity to embrace new spiritual 

practices that can draw us closer to God and deeper into relationship 

with each other. Here, you’ll find different ways to engage a spiritual 

practice that celebrates new beginnings at each phase of childhood 

and into adulthood. Don’t miss more spiritual practices in weekly 

Jenn’s Journal email updates!  

 

All of us are walking with God. Or, perhaps, God is always walking with us. I say that because, even when we haven’t 

taken the time to sit up and notice God’s presence, God is still always there. As we begin a new school year - children, 

youth and adults alike can benefit from recognizing and relying on God’s presence. In the practices that follow you’re 

invited to do just that!  

For pre-k through 5th grade 

Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path. 

Psalm  119:105 

Adapted from Seamless Faith by Traci Smith 

Have your child trace their foot, or help them trace their foot - toes and all! - on a piece of paper. Within their foot, write 

the questions they have for the year. What are they wondering about? Will they like their teacher? Will they make friends? 

Will they do well in school? Will they have fun in soccer, Sunday school, dance class? Have fun with this! Use different 

colors, have them draw pictures of their questions or ideas. 

Once they’ve asked all their questions, make yellow lines outside the foot, showcasing God’s light. Then, ask your child: 

who can you ask for help with your questions? Who are the people in your life you can talk to about these questions? Can 

you talk to God about this? Write down their answers in the area surrounding their traced foot.   

Then, share the scripture verse above, writing it on the bottom of their page. When you do this, let them know that God is 

always with them, not only in the beginning of the school year, but on every day of school - and the weekends, too! You 

and your child never, ever walk alone. 

When you’ve finished doing this together, say a prayer over your child’s new work of art. In that prayer, ask the questions 

that your child has shared in their “foot”, pray for the people they’ve said they can rely on and ask for God to bless this new 

year of school. Hang up this art somewhere in your home, maybe on the fridge, or in their room. Let them see it 

throughout the year and reflect on how much they’ve changed!  

 

Embracing a New Beginning: Spiritual Practice for the Beginning of the School Year 

By Jennifer Murray 

continued 
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A Page Out of Jenn’s Journal 

For 6th grade through adulthood 

 

And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “ 

This is the way, walk in it,” when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left. 

Isaiah 30:21 

For many of us, a labyrinth has very specific connotations. If you’ve ever been on a South Church mission trip, the labyrinth 

is the hallmark evening reflection - everything seems to build to this moment where we walk a path with no dead ends, 

meeting people we are supposed to meet along the way. It is a time to reflect on the week, connect with God and connect 

to the spirit that flows around us. 

There are no dead ends in a labyrinth. I think that’s an important thing for us to have in mind as we think about a new 

school year. There are no dead ends. Sometimes we get stuck, sometimes we pause in the process, but God is always 

pulling us further into the center of love and life. 

As we begin a new school year, here is a spiritual practice you can take with you everywhere you go. 

Cut out the labyrinth, or print one off and put it in your backpack, or purse, or in your phone case. When you feel 

frustrated, anxious, nervous, pull out the labyrinth. 

Take a deep breath in and out. Do this a few times. Then, using your finger or an eraser, trace your path within the 

labyrinth. While you do this, create a mantra that will help you feel better, more whole, more centered. 

By Jennifer Murray 

God loves me. 

I am loved. 

Everything will be okay. 

I can do hard things. 

 

Let your mantra, whatever it is, wash over you 

while you get recentered and prepared for your 

next right step. Maybe you’ll need to do it a few 

times in a row, or a few times in a day. That’s 

totally okay. Whatever you need, however you 

need it, God is with you in the labyrinth, just as 

God is with you in every step of your day and 

your life. 
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WHY I’M A CHURCH MUSICIAN 
As a child, I attended worship every Sunday in the Lutheran 
Church (ELCA) that my grandparents chartered in 1943.  As 
we sang hymns, my mother would lean over to me and say, 
“That could be you up there on the organ!”  After I got over 
the fact that one didn’t have to be 100 years old to play the 
organ, I started lessons at the age of 15 and had my first 
church job within a few months.  After two degrees from the 
University of North Texas and Boston University and over 25 
years of experience, I find myself here at South Church, 
looking forward to continuing to nourish my love of making 
music with many people of all ages and musical styles. 

Getting to know Cathy Meyer, Minister of Music... 

SCRIPTURE FOR FOCUS 

Each year, the music program will focus on a piece of scripture as we 

live out our ministry.  This year, we will look to Psalm 150:6 for 

inspiration: Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!  

Praise the Lord! 

PLANS FOR FALL 
The Handbell Choir and Sanctuary Choirs had mini-retreats 

and we had a special “Pick-up Choir” on September 9, where 
anyone could come early and learn the anthem before 
worship! Cherub Choir for ages 0-5, Carol Choir for 

elementary, and Youth Choir for middle schoolers begin in 
October. This fall we are also planning a community-wide 

Hymn Festival and the Musical Showcase. We hope everyone 
will come and join us! 

PROGRAMMING 
South Church has something for 
everyone! The Handbell Choir, 
Sanctuary Choir, and The Pickers 
will continue as in the past. We 
will use our piano and organ and 
encourage instrumentalists to 
provide special music for 
worship. The Cherub Choir will 
incorporate children ages 0-5, 
along with a caregiver, with one 
rehearsal a week. The Carol 
Choir will be for children in 
elementary school, and we look 
forward to talking with our 
middle and high school youth 
about choirs specifically for them. 
Come and try one! 

CALLED TO SC 

Marty Mason reached out to my former 

church with questions about our 

successful and inclusive music program. 

The pastor put Marty and me in touch, 

and as we talked about South Church’s 

vision, I became very excited. It was 

something I had to be a part of. I was so 

content in my current position, I spent a 

lot of time in prayer to determine 

whether I felt called to South Church. 

God made it so obvious!  God said, “You 

cannot pass up this opportunity!” in 

many ways. Six months ago I barely 

knew where Andover was and had only 

heard of it a few times, but within 6 

hours of seeing the job description I kept 

hearing, seeing, and reading the word 

everywhere! Ask me more about it! 

LONG TERM VISION 

South Church understands the uniqueness of every individual as God’s be-

loved child.  Our Music Ministry is one of the most tangible places where all 

people, regardless of age or skill, can sing (or play!) their praises.  God in-

structs all of us to “Make a joyful noise,” not just those with musical training. 

PERSONAL LIFE 

I am a busy wife and mother of 3 kids (ages 7, 10, 

and 12). I am a Girl Scout leader, a PTA volunteer, a 

gardener and a baker. I am the musical director for 

The Lord’s Prayer Experience, an inter-faith musical 

project by a local composer of Jewish chant and 

liturgical music, Yosef Kottler. I love working with 

all ages, whether making music, playing games, deep 

in conversation, or just having a great time! 

PHILOSOPHY 

Everyone has a place in music ministry! For some, that means singing 

in the Sanctuary Choir or in a youth choir, attending weekly rehearsals 

and committing to Sunday morning services. For others, it means 

playing an instrument in the Pentecostal Pickers, ringing in the 

Handbell Choir, or providing special music for preludes and postludes. 

We, the Church, are encouraged in scripture to sing boldly as well as 

listen quietly. Whether you are singing, ringing, strumming, or 

listening, YOU are an important part of making a joyful noise! 
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Welcome                    New Faces at South Church 

CASEY LEBRON, PRE K-K SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Casey, a dedicated early childhood educator, has been teaching for over ten 

years and loves that no two days are the same. She loves learning about each 

child and their family. She particularly enjoys their silly stories and unfiltered 

honesty about life. She has a one year old boy who has given her the best job in 

the world as “mom” and is excited to start her new role here at South Church.  

As you make your way around the building this month, please stop to say “hello” to our new staff members! 

ANDREW BRIEN, FACILITIES MANAGER  
 

Andy directed operations for the four branches of the YMCA in the Merrimack 
Valley for almost 20 years. Prior to the YMCA, he owned and operated 
Reliable Heating and Mechanical Company for 19 years. Andy does it all from 
handyman work (carpentry, electrical, plumbing, painting) to light cleaning. 
He believes in the mission and values of South Church and enjoys working for 
organizations where youth and families are valued. In speaking to one of Andy’s 
references, Gary Morelli, the CEO of the YMCA: “I’ve worked with Andy for 
14 years, you can always count on him in a crisis, he really cares about his job 
and the facility. He will work hard to save you money, and can usually fix just 
about everything himself.” 
 

Andy will be at South Church on Sundays 8:00am - 1:00pm and Mondays - 
Thursdays 8:30am - 1:30pm. His office is in the staff office suite, the first door 
on your left. His email is andy@southchurch.com. We’re excited to welcome 
Andy to the South Church staff! 

EMMARLET PAULINO, NURSERY ASSISTANT 

Emma received her Bachelors in Social Work from Our Lady of the Elms 

College in Chicopee, MA. She lives in Lawrence and is a dedicated childcare 

professional! She looks forward to getting to know our nursery-aged children 

and their families.   
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The Giving Garden is an all-volunteer 
effort to grow fresh produce for those in need, teach organic gardening 
skills, and build community among our many volunteers. 
 

Though gardeners may spend all winter making plans, garden are 
unpredictable. Beetles and squash bugs wreak havoc on some veggies (kale), 
while others find the conditions perfect for a bumper crop (cucumbers). 
Each year has been different at the garden, but each year we have been 
blessed with abundant harvests (so far), despite the critters and odd weather.  
 

This year we have harvested over 3000 lbs of vegetables as of mid-
August, which puts us ahead of past years. With good weather this fall, we 
will continue to harvest through October.  
 

We have welcomed many new volunteer groups this summer, including a 
couple girl scout troops, groups from North Andover Youth Services, the 
Crest School, Liberty Mutual, and more are scheduled this fall. Individuals 
and families are welcome to join us at our regular volunteer hours on Sunday 
afternoons, Tuesday evenings, and Thursday mornings. Please find the link 
to our SignUp Genius page on the South Church website.  

At the MACUCC annual meeting in June delegates from the Connecticut, Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island Conferences voted overwhelmingly to form a new unified conference. This conference will need to be approved 
by General Synod 2019, and is expected to officially launch in January 1, 2020. South Church Delegates present included 
Janet Clarke, Kath Mason, Sue Christopherson, also with other voting members, Rev. Vicki Keene, and David Keene, Linda 
Messler, MACUCC, BOD, Vice Moderator, Renee Manning, MID, and Rev. Dr. Kate Kallis. 
 
“ Conference leaders point to one aspect of the new conference as unique and unprecedented: it allows for other bodies who 
share in the vision, mission and purpose of LOVE AND JUSTICE FOR ALL, to join as non-voting associate members”.   
Tiffany Vail 
 
The three historic conferences will remain in existence as voting members of the new conference, tentatively being called the 
Together, As One (TAO) Conference. The new conference will need to be approved by the UCC’s national governing body, 
General Synod, in June of 2019. The conferences will move to a single staff and budget starting Jan. 1, 2020. 
 
The Rev. Jim Antal, Massachusetts Conference Minister and President, said, “For over 200 years Protestantism in America 
has offered a denominated witness to Christ’s call for justice and love. Going forward we have an opportunity to come 
together, particularly in our current political context dominated by morally bankrupt values. What we did today was a first 
step. We need institutions to carry the weight of social change. They also offer symbols that can bring people together. That’s 
our profound hope.” 
 
“UCC History was made today,” said the Rev. John Dorhauer, UCC general minister and president. “Signaling to the wider 
church that we can accomplish more together than apart, that we live in an interdependent world in which we all need each 
other, and looking to maximize the use of precious mission resources, delegates to this tri-conference annual meeting voted 
to carve out a new pathway for what we hope will be new life, new vitality, and new relevance.” 

“TAO”- “Love and Justice for All” 
By Janet Clarke 

We have harvested over 3000 lbs so far this year! 
By Emily Strong 
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5th and 6th graders serve as acolytes, bringing the light of Christ into 
the sanctuary at the start of worship, and carrying the light out to the 
community at the end of the service.   
 
Acolyte  training will take place at 9:30am on Sunday morning, 
September 30th in the Sanctuary. During that session, parents and 
children will learn the responsibilities of being an acolyte and 
children will have an opportunity to practice lighting the 
candles. We will then go to the Parlor, where Pastor Alex will spend 
a few minutes with the children.   
 
Contact: Betsy Hopkins at Elizabeth.hopkins567@gmail.com. 

If you would like to learn more about South Church, would like a closer relationship with us, or have decided you would like to 
covenant with us as a member, we invite you to attend the following gatherings: 

 
Gatherings after worship:   Oct. 21 and 28 from 11:45-1:00pm, in the Chapel. Lunch and child care provided.  
Potluck supper:    November 17, 5:00pm. 
Joining Sunday:    November 18 during worship 
 

 
Are you ready to become a member? 
You are welcome to join South Church whenever you feel ready, 
regardless of the length of your engagement with us. Prospective 
members may join the third Sunday of every month during 
worship. Let Dana, Alex, or  Laura Jordan know of your interest. 
If you have not already done so, we ask that you attend the 
newcomer gatherings sometime during your 1st year of 
membership.  
 

Please remember that whether or not you choose to join South 
Church, you are invited to engage fully with us from the first 
minute you set foot in our doors! Questions?  Contact Dana, 
Alex or Laura Jordan ( Lauradj813@gmail.com). 

Newcomer Gatherings! 

Acolyte Program for 5th & 6th Graders 

x-apple-data-detectors://6
mailto:Elizabeth.hopkins567@gmail.com
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   Our Church Family 
OUR SYMPATHY TO… 
 
...the friends of Lynn Loscutoff who 
died on May 16.  
 

...the friends of Margaret 
(Campbell) Thomson who died on 
May 22.  
 

...Steve Cortner and family on the death 
of his mother. 
  
...Jane Gossard and family on the death 
of her father Jim Geyer on May 30.  
 

...the Piekarski family on the death of 
their friend George Bridgeman on 
June 1.  
 

...Jennifer Murray and family on the 
death of her grandmother Alice 
Guiggio, (84), on June 9.  
 

...the family and friends of Kent 
Donovan who died on June 8 in 
Newburyport.  
 

...the Flint, Collins, Brosnan and 
Ziegenbein families on the death of 
Darlene Flint (80) on June 25.  
 

...the Cronin, Donovan, and Schlote 
families on the death of Marilyn 
Cronin on July 10.  

 

...Eric and Barbara Stubenhaus, Lenore 
and Chris Price and family on the death 
of father/grandfather and great-
grandfather Dr. Jay H. Stubenhaus 
(95), on July 12 in Bridgeport, CT.  
 

... Kathy Egmont and family on the 
death of her daughter-in-law Jennie 
Egmont on August 26.  
 

...Sandy Meldrum on the death of her 
friend Andrea Gropper on August 25.  
 
 

WE CELEBRATE… 
 

...the birth of Miriam Fox Hipp born 
to parents Jeff and Jessica Hipp on July 
28 in NH. Miriam joins her big brother 
Elias. Grandparents are Sherry Tupper 
and Jackie Hipp. 

 

...the marriage of Jessie Kildahl and 
Brendan Maione-Downing on 
August 19 in Rangeley, ME. 
Congratulations to the Holden and 
Moody families.  
 
 

IN APPRECIATION 

Thank you for the beautiful summer 
flowers. Working with the youth of 
South Church is fun and sacred work. 
Rachel Combs 
 
Thank you for your continued 
contributions to Honduras Hope. In 
addition to our regular programs in 
Honduras, we are currently trying to 
reunify a twelve year old girl with her 
family. She was separated at the border. 
Blessings Always, 
Bill Briggs 
Coordinator 
 
 

Thank you for being a site for students 
from Andover Newton Theological 
School in the Field Education 
program. Whether this year or years 
ago, I can assure you that we 
recognize and appreciate your service. 
As a minister who did her field 
education learning  at a small and local 
congregation, I know the value of 
being able to serve and learn under 
the watchful and helpful tutelage of a 
great supervisor and committed 
congregation leaders. Best Regards, 
Rev. Dr. Susan Suchocki Brown 
Director of Ministry Studies/
Community Chaplain 
Andover Newton Theological School 
Thank you for the flowers following 
my father’s death but thank you 
especially for the never-ending 
support you all have provided to me 
and my family over the last hard years. 
This would have been much more 
difficult without you propping me up. 
God bless you all.  
Tom Davis 
 
Thank you for your generous food 
donations this year! Your support 
helps Neighbors in Need feed 650 
Greater Lawrence families healthy and 
delicious groceries each week. I am so 
grateful for your donation of 1,094 
pounds so far this year. Thank you! 
Linda Zimmerman 

South Church In Andover  
An Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ  

 

ALL MEMBERS ARE MINISTERS 
 

Dana Allen Walsh, Senior Pastor  
Alex Shea Will, Associate Pastor  

Sherry Tupper, Minister of Visitation 
Jennifer Murray, Minister of Youth & Families 

Cathy Meyer, Minister of Music  
Linda Francalancia Hacker, Office Administrator 

Joanne Smith, Finance Administrator 
Nora Pelt, Communications Administrator 

Andy Brien, Facilities Manager 
Kate Jagger, Moderator 

Chuck Crockett, Treasurer  
 

Phone: 978-475-0321   www.southchurch.com  
scand@southchurch.com 
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 In loving memory of  

John Aitchison  
by his wife Deanna and family  

 
and 

 In loving memory of  

Charles and Jennie Carey  
by Lynda and Roy Paris  

 
and 

 In loving memory of  

Our son, Hooks III,  
who shared his light with the world   

by Susan and Hooks Johnston  
 

and 
In celebration of  

Michael Bronder’s 50th year  
by his family 

In loving memory of  

Stuart B. Clough  
by his wife Anne & their children 

 
 

and  
With love and gratitude  for the life of  

Capt. William Walter Busby, MC  
by Evonne Yang  & Thomas Arnold 

 
 

and 
In loving honor of  

Marilyn E. Cronin & Charles A. Cronin, Jr.  
by their family 

September  October  

November  

The South Church Steeple is lighted in... 

In loving memory  of  

Gertrude & Fraser Colpitts  
& their daughter 

Priscilla Colpitts Taber 
by Robert F. Colpitts and Nancy Colpitts Aceti 

 
 

and 
In loving memory  of 

Faith M. Look  & Robert E. Look  
by their daughters Linda Look & Deborah Hyde 

 
 

and 
In loving memory  of 

Bruce S. Taylor  
by his wife Charlotte and family 
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John Ozirsky, son of Cindy and Tim 
Ozirsky, graduated in June with a BS in 

Mechanical Engineering from Union College. 

Congratulations! 

Margaret Pyle Rusha, daughter of Polly and 
Duncan Pyle, graduated from the University of 
Maryland Children's Hospital Department of 

Pediatric Residency program in June. This three-
year residency followed her four years at University 

of Massachusetts Medical School. 

Brenna Donovan, daughter of Carilyn (Cronin) 
and William Donovan, placed number 1 in the 

country for the American Quarter  
Horse Association.  

Kevin Ellis McGrath, son of Susan Henke 
and Martin McGrath, graduated from 
Wheaton College, Norton, MA in May 

earning a BA in History. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


