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Note from Dana
South Church,
There’s never enough time. Especially in the days and weeks leading up to Christmas. There are cookies to bake, gifts to
wrap, decorations to hang, and cards to send. In a world where we can usually buy more of what we want, time is our
precious non-renewable resource - once it’s gone, it’s gone.
The season of Advent, perhaps the most beautiful of all the church seasons, brings heightened awareness to our sense of
time. It’s not only about the hours that tick by as we jump from task-to-task, but instead it’s about seeing ourselves in
this holy threshold space. Leonard Beechy calls Advent "twilight time," drawing on the Celtic tradition with its sense of
"the time between the times” or the “already-but-not-yet” of God’s reign on this earth.
The prophet Isaiah imagined hope for a new day when, “the wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard lie down with the
kid, the calf and the lion, and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them….” (Isaiah 11:6). Yet we know that
God’s dream for our world is not yet fulfilled when we see the pain and suffering in our families, in our community,
and in our world.
As Advent people, we live in this tension, in the threshold space where we may see a spark of heavenly flame, but it’s
not yet ablaze in our world. Advent is the season in which we take the time to desire, to dream, to seek hope for the
future. In these winter days of increased darkness, we light candles to remind ourselves of the light that God is shining
into our lives for a better day, a different future. Dorothy Sölle wrote "God dreams for us today. Today, at this
moment, God has an image and hope for what we are becoming. We should not let God dream alone.”
So, friends, take the time to dream this Advent. Take the time to imagine what might be possible when we live in
God’s love and act in hope. The prophets proclaimed their hopes and desires, let’s not let God dream alone this Advent.
Blessings of hope, peace, joy, and love,
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Our Stories: A Middle School Weekend at Rangley
By Jennifer Murray

Messages from Rangeley, Maine:
“Thank you for bringing such joy to our church!”
“We love to have you all here every year.”
“Seeing your kids in church brightened our worship.”
In November, ten middle school youth and three adults went
to on a mission trip to Rangeley, Maine. While there they
learned that service is more than the work you do. Service is
showing up and being present to someone who needs a caring face. Over Veterans Day Weekend these amazing youth
built snowmen for people who were lonely. They sat with
people who needed company. They cuddled kittens who
needed socializing.
They also shoveled walkways and cleared brush and cleaned
churches. However, what these remarkable young people
walked away with was an ability to see service in a brand
new way. They came to see that they were sharing a ministry
of presence with the Rangeley community. They learned to
be present to each other. They were able to be present to
God. I pray we can all follow their lead this Advent.
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Our Stories: Calm amidst the Chaos
A recent Sunday was certainly not a typical one at the Pace household -- not only did

By David Pace

Kelly severely sprain her ankle, but the sound of her hitting the floor so frightened our cat
that she cut her paw while running away, leaving a trail of blood in her wake (and on our
white sofa).
After getting Kelly back into bed with her foot up and cleaning up the blood, it was off to
the vet with Hermione. While waiting, stressing about the cost and the unknown extent
of Kelly's injury, I opened up the South Church app and watched our service; what a
calming experience to be able to move away from the stress of the moment, connect with
my church and community, and listen to Dana and Alex bring perspective to the chaos
that had just enveloped my life. After bringing Hermione home and making sure Kelly
was okay, I marveled at my deepening relationship with South Church and the ease with
which I can now be part of this community -- the South Church app is awesome, and I
may be the first person to say the Lord's prayer while at a vet's office!

Download our app today to access our worship live stream, submit a prayer request, catch
up on our podcast, read the Buzz, engage in Scripture and much, much more!
Go to the App Store on your IPhone or IPad and search “South Church Andover”!

Our Stories: Where do I find inspiration?
By Polly Pyle
I was a Deacon in the late 1980's/early 1990's when our Lenten Devotion began
and became an annual tradition at South Church. Writing for them initially was a
challenge for me. I was a mathematics major, and I didn't think that writing was
my forte. However, as I gave thought to the theme each year, I realized that I had
a faith-related story to tell.
I love our Lenten devotions, and I find such inspiration in them each year. We
each have thoughts and stories to share, and I find it a way to connect to those of
you who have written them as well as to deepen my thoughts and understanding of
my own faith. They are a gift to me each day and beyond.
A couple of years ago, I went for a walk outside to contemplate what I would
write. I was lead down what is normally a very busy street by a bird of prey; it
was quiet, peaceful, and spiritual. There are moments that take us by surprise.
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Please share your stories or moments of inspiration for this year's Lenten devotion.
We each have them to share!
Visit www.southchurch.com/lenten-devotion-submissions/
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Our Stories: Why Realm?
By Joanne Smith
You have probably wondered why you were getting all the emails recently about this software, Realm, such as invitations,
what’s new, how to’s, etc. Just why have we moved to this new church management software called Realm?
We previously used a home-made database in Microsoft Access which worked more than adequately for almost 15 years.
However, it wasn’t available to the congregation because of its complexity and didn’t offer “new-fangled things” such as online
giving. We were able to offer extracts (copies of part of the database) to several groups such as Nominating and Family
Ministries, but it was limited in its applications for others. Queries to do reports were subject to error because of the
complexity of the database and sometimes took hours to figure out why they were wrong.
So, after looking into a half dozen software packages that would bring us into the 21st century, we decided that Realm met
most, if not all, of our expectations.
All the folks who accept the invitation to Realm will be able to update their own profile information and will eventually have
access to the online directory, both on their computer and on the phone, via the Realm app. They’ll be able to enter their own
pledge, see their YTD giving, and give online using credit, debit or ACH. They’ll even be able to see and print their own
Pledge Statement or receive their Pledge Statement via email.
Realm provides your pastoral staff with new opportunities to connect with and care for our congregation. Using our Realm
designed app for pastors, they can easily access contact information for a quick phone call or email anywhere in the world.
Additionally, they can make pastoral notes - available only to the pastors - about folks when there is important information to
share.
Overall, Realm has the potential to transform the ways in which we work together as a church. The transition to Realm has
started, but there’s so much more to do before we are using it to its fullest. As with anything new, we'll be taking it slow and
learning as we go along. We hope you'll join us in taking this journey! Stay tuned, but be ready to ask for assistance when you
can’t figure something out. We’re all on the training curve right now, but
Alex and I are ready to listen and to provide assistance with Realm or any of
our technological changes.
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Our Stories: Wondering about our Music Program?
By Participants of the South Church Music Program
Thinking about participating in the South Church Music Program?
Singing in the South Church choir is an opportunity to create music, be a part of the worship service, and be in fellowship
all at once. Who says multi-tasking is a bad thing? - Derek
Cathy brings great energy and musicianship to the program with a series of warm-up exercises, changing our positions so
that we can listen more clearly, and choosing music that challenges us. The addition of prayer makes us more mindful of
our part in the worship and ministry as well as our connections to each other. - Peggy
Our son loves Carol Choir. For our sake, we are hoping to mitigate any tone-deaf genes by exposing him to music early and
often. He has us doing arm gestures in the car and yells at me when I won't follow along (I'm driving I tell him!). This is a
safe, fun, and wonderful place for kids to explore music, connect with other kids and families, and most importantly, feel a
part of the larger South Church community. There is nothing more joyful as a parent or as a church member to bear
witness to the joyful music of our kids. - Sean
Choir is a fun way for parents to connect with others who have kids of a similar age – Henderson Family
It's not a lot of time out of your week, and it gives you a chance to play music in a very friendly setting. Beginning ringers
are allowed to start out with just one bell if that makes them more comfortable.
– Kelly

Give us a try, make some new friends, learn to ring the bells. You have to learn something new every day, and Thursday
night is learning the bells night.
– Marie
It has been such a joy sharing the gift of music on weekly basis with my 2 year old. She loves going to “music class” every
week and seeing her new friends as well as Ms. Cathy. Her favorite part is when the instruments come out and she can play
along to the music. I also love that she and the choir can participate in church services, even at such a young age.– Kelly D.
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A Sanctuary Choir practice is the best of a yoga class, fellowship hour and an intimate house concert rolled into one. As for
Sunday morning, well, what better way to share the good news and change your perspective than to sing from the Choir
loft? Cathy’s awesome, the Choir is welcoming to all singers, and it’s a lot of fun. Come join us! – Linda
(continued)
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Our Stories: Wondering about our Music Program?
(continued)
What was a surprise benefit of participating in the program?
I'd forgotten how much joy music brings me. – Kelly
I truly didn't think that the description of the Cherub Choir age group 0-5 was real, but it is! There aren't many activities I'm
able to do with both of my children (ages 4 years and 7 months) where they can both be engaged and active at the same time,
and Cherub Choir has quickly become the highlight activity of our week! – Christina
I have become very good friends with folks who I might not have interacted with that much in church otherwise. We end up
learning a lot about each other as we work together on the music we are preparing. We learn about each other's sense of
humor, the music we like, the things that make us cranky. The support you can get from friends that are in tune with you is
tremendous. – Martin
As a fairly new church member, joining the bell choir this year has been such a joyful experience. Getting to meet other people
who share a passion for music, watching the group coalesce into a single instrument for me is akin to watching faith formation
in children. -Serena
Cathy spends time teaching us how to breathe. It is amazing how it calms me to breathe deeply. Cathy sets high standards and
challenges us. At the same time she makes singing so much fun! – Nancy
I have learned how to read music! – David
The Cherub Choir gives my
family the opportunity to
experience God’s love and to
participate in the life of the
church together. We sing, dance,
laugh and make friends together
on Wednesdays, we practice the
songs in the car, before bed, or
whenever the Spirit strikes, and
then one Sunday a month we
experience the joy and
excitement of participating in the
church service together. Cathy
joyfully shares through music
God’s never-ending love for each child and caregiver. – Kate T
What does it feel like to sing & play in worship or rehearsal?
For me, playing and rehearsing with The Pickers is just pure joy. If we can reach people and help them connect to the worship
service in a deeper way and lift their spirits, then we've achieved our mission. - Martin
What keeps you coming back to the South Church Music Program?
The comeraderie of the handbells group. Every single person in that group is supportive, patient, and kind. – Kelly
The confidence our son gains and the sense of community with his church friends - but most of all, it is fun. What he loves and
what we love is how singing and learning music at South Church is a way that he can participate in the full community. - Sean
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Board of World Service: Latest News from Honduras Hope
The electricity project for which South Church provided funds is now underway and the Plan Grande residents are
excited! It is heart-warming to know that we have been able to provide much-needed electricity to this Toulpan Indian
reservation.
For those who are unfamiliar with Honduras Hope their latest newsletter gives the following brief description:
"Since 2001 Honduras Hope has been working with two rural and politically marginalized communities in the Department of
Yoro: Plan Grande, a Tolupan reservation, and San Jose, a mountain community of squatters (people with no formal title to
their land). Our community development model is based on long-term cooperative partnerships with the communities we
serve. The communities themselves identify the most important projects and we work together with them to achieve lasting
results. This model helps ensure that the precious resources we provide have long-term impact, help build stronger and
more resilient communities and enhance self-sufficiency.” Their programs focus on five key areas:






Health and Wellness
Education & Vocational Training
Infrastructure Development
Economic Development
Community Engagement

Why Honduras?
Some people ask why Honduras Hope chose to work
in Honduras. “The primary reason is poverty.
Honduras is one of the poorest countries in the
western hemisphere. More than two thirds of the
population lives in poverty on less than $4 per day,
and almost twenty percent of the population lives on
less than $1.25 per day or $456 per year. Poverty
rates are higher among rural and indigenous people,
the population we serve.”
In-depth information on this mission that does an
amazing amount of work on a shoe-string budget can
be found at www.hondurashope.org.
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Plan Grande in the region of Yoro is located in Honduras - some 72 mi
(or 116 km) North of Tegucigalpa, the country's capital.
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New Books on Our Library Shelves
By Carol-Georgine West

Ways of grace; stories of activism, and how sports can bring us together by James Blake. A
victim of racial profiling, Blake, an American tennis star, writes of how well-known and less well
-known athletes contributed to overcome adversity and advocate for broader social justice. 796
BLA

Tattoos on the heart; the power of boundless compassion by Gregory Boyle. Boyle, a Jesuit priest,
writes of his 20-year experience running a gang-intervention program in Los Angeles. Relating stories
of young people with whom he has worked, he conveys the joy of helping others and of unconditional
love, and the need to fight despair. 227.94 BOY.

The gifts of the Jews; how a tribe of desert nomads changed the way everyone thinks and
feels by Thomas Cahill. While the ancient religions and philosophies viewed life as a cycle of
birth and death, Cahill relates how the ancient Jews saw life and time differently, thus changing
the path of Western civilization. 909 CAH

She persisted around the world; 13 women who changed history by Chelsea Clinton. A brief look
at 13 women around the world who persevered to accomplish their dreams. These women fought for
women’s rights, replanted trees and taught respect for the environment, helped bring an end to war in
their native countries, discovered comets, etc. J920.72 CLI

Bruised and wounded; struggling to understand suicide by Ronald Rolheiser. The author
seeks to remove the taboo of suicide, tells of God’s enfolding love, and offers hope and a new
way to understand suicide for those affected by it. 248.8 ROL
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Option B: facing adversity, building resilience, and finding joy by Sheryl Sandberg. Following the
death of her husband, Sandberg experienced such grief that she felt she’d never feel joy again. With
the help of a friend, a psychologist at Wharton, she learns the steps to recover and rebound. The book
explores further how others have overcome life-shattering experiences, including illness, job loss,
sexual assault, natural disasters, and the violence of war. 155.9 SAN
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COME HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
ADVENT

AT SOUTH

CHURCH

IN

ANDOVER

Sat. 12/1: Hand-to-Hand craft fair
Sun. 12/2: Advent Wreath Making & Blessing
Sat. 12/8: Senior Christmas Tea
Sun. 12/9: Nativity Dressing, Brunch, Cookie Sale
Tues. 12/11: Blue Christmas Worship Service
Tues. 12/11: Interfaith Healing Service at Edgewood
Wed. 12/12: Middle School Christmas Party
Sat. 12/15: Caroling
Sun. 12/16: The Giving Tree gift deadline
Sun. 12/16: Christmas Pageant Rehearsal
Sun. 12/16: High School Christmas Party
Tues. 12/18 & Wed. 12/19: Beer and Carols
Thur. 12/20: Edgewood Christmas Service
Sun. 12/23: Christmas Pageant
Mon. 12/24: Christmas Eve Worship Services
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New Members at South Church
Kate and Jim McQuade grew up in Minnesota and New Jersey (respectively), met as
undergrads at Princeton, and have lived in Andover ever since their marriage in
2007. Kate is a novelist and an English teacher at Phillips Academy. Jim is an
entrepreneur with experience in aerospace engineering, strategy consulting, and private
equity investing. They are the proud parents of Owen (age 8), Ella, (6) and Bridget
(4). The parents are excited to be joining South Church for its commitment to
inclusiveness and service, while the kids are excited to see so many of their friends from
their school and day care.

Kate Smyers
Kate and her husband Dan moved to Edgewood recently from their home of 40+ years
in Boxborough, MA. Kate grew up in Vancouver, Canada before moving to Pittsburgh.
They lived in Ann Arbor and back to Pittsburgh before moving to the Boston area. They
are proud parents of a son, Scott, and a daughter, Beth, and 4 grandchildren in Acton
and Belmont. Kate worked at Emerson Hospital in Concord for many years and was
active in the Boxborough UCC. She is looking forward to joining this vibrant spiritual
community.

Mary and Bob Tigelaar
Mary and Bob Tigelaar relocated from New Haven, Connecticut to Reading in 2015
when Bob retired from the faculty at Yale Medical School. They share a house with their
daughter, Kate, and her two young children. Lifelong church members (Dutch
Reformed, Presbyterian, Methodist, and, for the past nearly 30 years, UCC), they also
share a nearly as long-standing love of choral singing. While they first came to South
Church because they were aware of Cathy Meyer’s expertise as a choir director and
organist, they are thrilled to have also found a vibrant, welcoming, grounded, and
progressive community of faith.

Kate Tigelaar and her children, Morgan and Gideon
Kate Tigelaar is the proud mother of Morgan (4) and Gideon (2). As mentioned above,
the whole family including her parents, Bob and Mary, live together in Reading. Kate
works in the Burlington Public Schools as a social worker with students with emotional
and behavioral disabilities. When not at work or school, they enjoy going on adventures
to local beaches, museums and playgrounds. The family is enjoying participating in the
Cherub Choir and looks forward to finding other ways to have an active church life at
South Church.
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Our Church Family
OUR SYMPATHY TO…
... Julia Rutherford and family on the
death of her aunt Jacqueline
Killourie.
... Phil Dennett and Carol Filbin &
family on the death of wife/
mother/50+-year church member,
Virginia “Ginny” Dennett on
October 3.
... the family and friends of 50+ year
member Ruth Urquhart who died on
October 14.
...to Ellen and Dave VanArsdale on the
death of Ellen’s brother Bob
Lindaman on October 22 in
Minnesota.
...Wayne and Alyson Shaw and family
on the death of Wayne’s mother/50+
year church member Patricia Shaw on
October 30.

WE CELEBRATE…

...the birth of Juniper Jane Larsen,
daughter of Luke and Emily Larsen born
on September 5 in Seattle, WA.
Congratulations to grandparents Andi
and Tom Larsen.
...the marriage of Kelsey Marie
Crowther and William Mast James
on June 23rd in Beverly, MA. Kelsey is
the daughter of Gwynn and Donna
Crowther.
...the birth of Julia Louise Kimball
born on October 23 to parents Ashley
and Allen Kimball. Julia joins big
brother Noah. Congratulations to
grandparents Gwynn and Donna
Crowther.
...the birth of Brandon Matthew
Grimard born on August 9th to
Meredith (Rawlinson) and Matthew
Grimard. Brandon joins big brother
Cole. Grandparents are Jim and Joyce
Rawlinson.

12

IN APPRECIATION
Thank you for the healing service. You
guided us through a difficult time and we
are all grateful. Thank you also for the
beautiful vase of flowers you brought to
my mom while she was in the Meadows.
Carol Filbin
My thanks to all who expressed their
concern and comfort to me since my
recent knee replacement surgery. And a
special thanks to Eric and Barbara
Stubenhaus for bringing me the flowers.
All very much appreciated.
Don Miller
Thank you for the beautiful flowers, for
Dana’s warm welcome our family at the
holy sacrament of baptism, and for
Alex’s very meaningful message on
“Covenant Sunday”. Part of the scripture
from John was read at our wedding. May
we be generous! How grateful to have
the beautiful, new baptismal font in
memory of Kathleen Johnston.
With thanks and love,
The Pyle and Rusha Family
I couldn’t believe it when Tom Jordan
showed up with lovely flowers.
Watching this morning’s service on my
South Church app and receiving the
blooms really made me feel much better.
In gratitude,
Kelly S. Ferguson
I want to thank South Church, and
especially Janis, for the lovely flowers
she delivered on my birthday. I think it
is characteristic of South Church to be so
loving and thoughtful of its members, as
well as others. Again, I send my
appreciation.
With love,
Don Sagaser
I would like to send a big heartfelt thank
you from the Bronders for the lovely
bouquet. It was just what we needed at
this time. Thank you.
MaryKate
Thank you for the beautiful daisy mums.
The plant is sitting in my kitchen
window where I can enjoy the mums all
day long. Thank you for thinking of me.
Sue Barry

A big thank you for being there for us
during the gas leak disaster. Even
though we had no heat for a long
time, we felt the warmth coming
from our South Church family.
What a nice surprise when Kate
Jagger arrived with a delicious
pumpkin bread and a big
smile. Thank You.
Camille and Skip Wilkins
To everyone who raked my lawn. I
deeply appreciate it.
Fondly,
Norma Morava
Thank You for the words of
encouragement and support during
my recovery from knee replacement
surgery and the death of my brother.
Dave and I are so pleased to be a part
of this faith community and look
forward to many more years of
inspiring worship and wonderful
community outreach.
Ellen VanArsdale
From all of the crews working at 160
Winthrop Street, we appreciate your
act of kindness. The cookies were a
great touch of home! Thank you.
Columbia Gas crews
I want to thank all of the folks who
have visited me, sent cards, and
brought meals and flowers. I am in
awe of the community's kindness and
the extent of its outreach in response
to my cycling mishap!
Ron Dann
I want to send my family's deepest
thanks to the South Church
community for loving our family
boldly over the last two months. Your
heating blankets kept the boys warm,
your meals kept us fed, and your
flowers brightened our days.
Nora Pelt
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The South Church Steeple is lighted in...
December
In loving memory of
Our parents

Everett and Dorothy Dearborn
by Deborah D. Brent, David Dearborn,
Peter Dearborn and their families
&

Walter and Barbara Schoen
by their daughter Sheryl Poole
&

Catherine H. Smith

by Ron and Joanne Smith
&
Our beloved parents and grandparents,

Al & Colette Hudson

Love, Lysanne, Dean, Nicole and Cameron
&

Jim Carpentier and his parents,
Marion and Al Carpentier

by the Batchelder and Carpentier families

January
In loving memory of

William Kurth

by his wife, children and grandchildren
&

Ted & Mildred Nowell
by their family

February
In loving memory of

Wayne Newton

by his wife Joanne and his mother Ann
&

John Oldenbrooke
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by his daughter, Janis Hill, her husband, Ron, and family
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Dana Allen Walsh, Senior Pastor
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Cathy Meyer, Minister of Music
Jennifer Murray, Minister of Youth & Families
Linda Francalancia Hacker, Office Administrator
Joanne Smith, Finance Administrator
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Kate Jagger, Moderator
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Phone: 978-475-0321
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in Andover

See more in Dana’s note on page 2.
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“So, friends, take
the time to dream
this Advent.”
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