Gather
PRELUDE Prelude in G Minor [J.S. Bach]
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Rev. Alex Shea Will

EXCHANGE OF PEACE

The peace of Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
MUSICAL OFFERING At The River
[adapted by Aaron Copland, arr. R. Wilding White]

CALL TO WORSHIP

The Rev. Dana Allen Walsh

O Lord, we long to find you on the long and dusty road
We long to feel our hearts burn within us.
Do not hide yourself from us today!
Stay with us.
Accompany us on our journey this day
Open our hearts to all you have to teach
*OPENING HYMN Thine Is the Glory (Red #122)

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked
ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying,
‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly
over.’ So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table
with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.
Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he
vanished from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our
hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road,
while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ That same hour they got
up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their
companions gathered together. They were saying, ‘The Lord has
risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what
had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to
them in the breaking of the bread.
SERMON The Road to Emmaus

SCRIPTURE Luke 24: 13-35 (NT. p. 68)
Barbara Holbrook
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each
other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking
and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their
eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, ‘What are
you discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood still,
looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered
him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the
things that have taken place there in these days?’ He asked them, ‘What
things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and
how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to
death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since
these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they
did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had
indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the
women had said; but they did not see him.’ Then he said to them, ‘Oh,
how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’ Then beginning with
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about
himself in all the scriptures.
Continues

Alex Shea Will

OFFERTORY Hear My Prayer, O Lord [Jacob Arcadelt]
*DOXOLOGY [#515 Blue]

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host,
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Barbara Holbrook

*CLOSING HYMN Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain (Red #115)

Bless

Share

*BENEDICTION
Dana Allen Walsh

CELEBRATIONS & CONCERNS

Center

INVITATION

MEDITATION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

*OPENING PRAYER

Alex Shea Will

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS IN THANKSGIVING

You are invited to share your prayer requests with the congregation;
both joys and concerns, blessings and worries. If you are new, or feel
new, we also invite you to introduce yourself. As a community, we seek to
hold each other in the light of God’s love.

A SONG OF PRAYER Hear Our Prayer, O Lord

Hear our prayer, O Lord,
hear our prayer, O Lord.
Incline your ear to us,
and grant us your peace.

QUIET PRAYER
PASTORAL PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come: thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

* All who are able, please stand.

Alex Shea Will

*POSTLUDE Christus Regnat [Joseph W. Clokey]

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Our sympathy to Don Hughes and family on the death of his wife of 70
years, Phyllis Hughes on April 10. A memorial service will take place
at the Conte Funeral Home in North Andover on Thursday April 19 at
11am.
FLOWERS
Forever in our hearts, in special loving remembrance of my son Steven
and husband Dick from Sally Hudgins, the Rahn, McCarty and
Hudgins families.
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