Gather
PRELUDE What Shall I Give to the Child in the Manger?

[Douglas E. Wagner]

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS The Rev. Dr. David L. VanArsdale
EXCHANGE OF PEACE

SERMON Two Turtle Doves and a Visit

The peace of Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

MUSICAL OFFERING Away in a Manger [William J. Kirkpatrick]
CALL TO WORSHIP
Alex Shea Will
Rejoice in God! Marvel at all that God has done!
Our eyes have seen the glory of God, made known to us.
Rejoice in God, creator of all that has life.
Our eyes have seen the glory of God, made known to us.
Rejoice in God, giver of redemption and grace.
Our eyes have seen the glory of God, made known to us.
Rejoice in God, the Spirit of peace and grace. Our eyes have seen
the power of God, at work in changing the world.
Let us worship God together.

*OPENING HYMN It Came Upon the Midnight Clear (#38 Red)
OPENING PRAYER

Alex Shea Will

Center
SCRIPTURE Luke 2:22-40 (N.T. p. 45)
Shad Flaig
When the time came for their purification according to the law of
Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as
it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be
designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according
to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two
young pigeons.”
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man
was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was
customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised
God, saying,
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to
your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have
prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” And the child’s father and
mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for
the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be
opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a
sword will pierce your own soul too.”
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven
years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She
never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night
and day. At that moment she

*All who are able, please stand.

speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of
Jerusalem. When they had finished everything required by the law of
the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The
child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of
God was upon him.
David VanArsdale

MUSIC MEDITATION

Share
A Christmas Creed from Latin America (read in unison)
I believe in Jesus Christ and in the power of the Gospel
which began in Bethlehem.
I believe in the One whose spirit glorified a small village,
of whose coming the shepherds saw the sign, and for whom
there was no room in the inn.
I believe in the One whose life changed the course of history,
for whom the kings of the earth had no power, and who was
not understood by the proud.
I believe in the One to whom the poor, the oppressed,
the discouraged, the afflicted, the sick, the blind and the
leprous gave welcome and accepted as Savior.
I believe in the One who, with love, changed the hearts of the
proud, and with his life, showed that it is more important to
serve than to be served, and that the greatest joy is in giving
your life for others.
I believe in peace, which means justice among all peoples
and nations and love among all.
I believe in reconciliation, forgiveness and the transforming
power of the gospel.
I believe that Christmas is strength and power, and that
this world can change if, with humility and faith, we kneel
before the manger
I believe that I must be the first one to do so. Amen.
(Written by: Quinn G. Caldwell, pastor of Plymouth Congregational Church,
United Church of Christ, in Syracuse.)

HYMN Come and Find the Quiet Center

(see back page)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS

Alex Shea Will

You are invited to share your prayer requests with the congregation; both joys and
concerns, blessings and worries. If you are new, or feel new, we also invite you to
introduce yourself. As a community, we seek to hold each other in the light of God’s
love. If you prefer to write your prayer, there are blue prayer cards in your pew that
you can fill out and place in the offering plate.

A SONG OF PRAYER Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying

Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your spirit in this place,
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.

[Ken Medema]

QUIET PRAYER
PASTORAL PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil, for thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the
Glory forever. Amen.
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS IN THANKSGIVING
INVITATION

David VanArsdale

OFFERTORY Mary Did You Know? [Jay Rouse]
*SUNG RESPONSE

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host,
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Shad Flaig

*CLOSING HYMN Song of Simeon (#603 Red)

Bless
*BENEDICTION

David VanArsdale

*POSTLUDE O Come, All Ye Faithful [Jason D. Payne]

FLOWERS
The flowers this morning are given in loving memory of our daughter and
sister Rae Elizabeth, by Scott, Jennifer, Garin and Cody Hoenig
PARTICIPATING IN THE SERVICE
Deacons: Shad Flaig, Emily O’Hara, Glenn Rogers / Flower Arranger:
Mary Bambury / Flower Deliverers: Emily O’Hara, Glenn Rogers /
Greeters: Bill & Donna Schroeder / Sound Tech.: Tom Appleton /
Trustee: Neal Long / Head Usher: Kerianne Harris / Guest Organist:
Carol-Georgine West / Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. David L. VanArsdale
PASTORAL AND PROGRAM STAFF
All Members are Ministers / Dana Allen Walsh, Senior Pastor / Alex
Shea Will, Associate Pastor / Sherry Tupper, Minister of Visitation /
Terry Ebner, Minister of Spiritual Formation / Jenn Murray, Youth
Minister, Seminarian / Bob Lague, Interim Minister of Music / Linda
Francalancia Hacker, Administrator / Joanne Smith, Financial
Administrator / Nora Pelt, Communications Administrator / Wally
Brousseau, Facilities Manager
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