Bless

Gather
SERMON

PRELUDE Bright Morning Star [Traditional]
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Rev. Alex Shea Will

The peace of Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Open Hearts; Open Spirits

Evonne Yang

*BENEDICTION

Evonne Yang

*POSTLUDE Love Will Hold Us Together [Maher]

MUSIC MEDITATION

MUSICAL OFFERING Through Your Hands [John Hiatt]
CALL TO WORSHIP

Share

Sherry Tupper

When we see you approach, O God, it is tempting to send another
Someone better equipped and more skilled
But you have not called someone else; you have called us.
Grab our feet, shake our spirits, lead us onward.

*OPENING HYMN (#469 Red) Morning Has Broken

Terry Ebner

OPENING PRAYER

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS

Alex Shea Will

You are invited to share your prayer requests with the congregation; both joys
and concerns, blessings and worries. If you are new, or feel new, we also invite
you to introduce yourself. As a community, we seek to hold each other in the
light of God’s love. If you prefer to write your prayer, there are blue prayer cards
in your pew that you can fill out and place in the offering plate.

A SONG OF PRAYER Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying

Center
SCRIPTURE 2 Kings 4:8-37 (OT. P. 261-262)
Shad Flaig
One day Elisha was passing through Shunem, where a wealthy woman
lived, who urged him to have a meal. He said to his servant Gehazi,
‘Call the Shunammite woman. Say to her, since you have taken all this
trouble for us, what may be done for you?’ Gehazi answered, ‘Well,
she has no son, and her husband is old.’ He said, ‘Call her.’ When he
had called her, she stood at the door. He said, ‘At this season, in due
time, you shall embrace a son.’
When the child was older, he complained to his father, ‘Oh, my head,
my head!’ The father said to his servant, ‘Carry him to his mother.’ He
carried him and brought him to his mother; the child sat on her lap
until noon, and he died. She went up and laid him on the bed of the
man of God, closed the door on him, and left. Then she called to her
husband, and said, ‘Send me one of the servants and one of the
donkeys, so that I may quickly go to the man of God and come back
again.’
When she came to the man of God at the mountain, she caught hold of
his feet. Then she said, ‘Did I ask my lord for a son? Did I not say, do
not mislead me?’ He said to Gehazi, ‘Gird up your loins, and take my
staff in your hand, and go, and lay my staff on the face of the child.’
Then the mother of the child said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you
yourself live, I will not leave without you.’ So he rose up and followed
her. Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff on the face of the child,
but there was no sound or sign of life. He came back to meet him and
told him, ‘The child has not awakened.’
When Elisha came into the house, he saw the child lying dead on his
bed. So he went in and closed the door on the two of them, and prayed
to the Lord. Then he got up on the bed and lay upon the child, putting
his mouth upon his mouth, his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon
his hands; and while he lay bent over him, the flesh of the child
became warm. He got down, walked once to and fro in the room, then
got up again and bent over him; the child sneezed seven times, and the
child opened his eyes.

Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your spirit in this place,
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Send us love, send us power, send us grace.
QUIET PRAYER

FLOWERS
The flowers this morning re given in loving memory of Raymond F.
Hopkinson III by Carol and family.
PARTICIPATING IN THE SERVICE
Deacons: Shad Flaig, Barbara Stubenhaus, Wayne Gendron / Fellowship:
Kate & Dave Jagger / Flower Arranger: Carol Hopkinson / Flower
Deliverers: Barbara Stubenhaus, Marge Chiafery / Greeters: Beth &
Morgan Kiker / Sound Tech.: Ted Harris / Trustee: Neal Long / Head
Ushers: Cindy & Tim Ozirsky / Pentecostal Pickers: Chris Boehmer,
Laine Cutts, Barbara Holbrook, Rob Thomas, Steve Longo

PASTORAL PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is
the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory forever.
Amen.
OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS IN THANKSGIVING
INVITATION

Jennifer Murray

OFFERTORY A Living Prayer [Alison Krauss]
*SUNG RESPONSE

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host,
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Shad Flaig

*CLOSING HYMN (#391 Red) Take My Life (Verses 1-3, 6)

* All who are able, please stand.

PASTORAL AND PROGRAM STAFF
All Members are Ministers / Dana Allen Walsh, Senior Pastor / Alex Shea
Will, Associate Pastor / Sherry Tupper, Minister of Visitation / Terry
Ebner, Minister of Spiritual Formation / Jenn Murray, Youth Minister/
Seminarian / Jeffrey Cutts, Jr., Minister of Music / Linda Francalancia
Hacker, Administrator / Joanne Smith, Financial Administrator / Nora Pelt,
Communications Administrator / Wally Brousseau, Facilities Manager
Sr. Pastor Dana Allen Walsh is on maternity leave until September.

WELCOME TO SOUTH CHURCH
We are glad you are here. We are a Christ-centered community that
celebrates the love of God. Although we are of varied minds, we are one
body, bound together in Christ. We recognize the uniqueness of every
individual as God's beloved child. We seek to respond faithfully to God's
call for justice for all creation. We strive in word and deed to be faithful
to Jesus' model of loving acceptance. We seek to create a sanctuary
where all will know they are welcomed and included. You are welcomed,
no matter your age, gender, gender identity, gender expression, sexual
orientation, marital status, race and ethnicity, physical and mental ability,
or economic circumstance, into the full life and ministry of South
Church, including worship, sacraments and rites. Join us as we grow
together in God's love.

Some Notes to Help You Feel at Ease this Morning
Children…


Four and Under: Can have fun in our professionally staffed nursery.



PreK—Middle School: Can relax & learn in church school during the school
year and are welcome to participate in worship during the summer.



Of All Ages: Can stay throughout worship and participate. Outside the
sanctuary are cubbies filled with books and appropriate toys to keep little
hands busy in pews.

Visitors of all ages...


Can fill out a Gold Card in the pew, to help us know that you worshiped
with us, and leave it in the offering plate.



Are welcome to an all-age fellowship after worship in the room directly
under the sanctuary.

Folks new and returning to worship...


Are invited to wear nametags to help us call you by name.



There are no assigned seats; sit where you feel most comfortable.



Ushers have hearing assist devices so all might hear God’s Word for us.



We celebrate the noises of small children; they remind us we’re alive.



Generally: We stand for singing and sit for speaking.



We sing with joy and spirit, without fear of judgement.



We share our prayers vulnerably, and hold them with care.



We pray with our eyes closed and open, our heads bowed and raised.
We pass the peace with hugs and handshakes, with nods and smiles.



We share communion with all who are willing—especially children.

———————————_____————————————————————SOUTH CHURCH IN ANDOVER
41 Central Street, Andover, MA 01810
978-475-0321 www.southchurch.com

Pray without Ceasing…
[Thessalonians 5:17]

South Church in Andover
An Open & Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ

Underlined names indicate that they were added this week. If you have
requested prayers for someone, please keep us updated. Names will
automatically roll off the first three categories after 12 weeks.

RECOVERING
Carolyn Tower, Beth Piekarski, John Knowles (Jim Knowles’ father), Maureen
Healey (Brian Healey’s mother), Richard Parson (Robin Flaig’s cousin)
HOPE & HEALING
Bronder family, JP, Catherine, Grace & Fiona Ryan (Robin Flaig’s friends),
Renee Rich, (Shirley Stratton;s friend), Donna & Jeff Donohue & family (Susan
Sleight’s friends), Ann O’Connell (Deanna Atchison’s friend), Daniella Bern (Shirley
Stratton’s friend), Bob Francalancia (Linda Hacker’s uncle), Christina Curtin, Robert
Glaess, Shahid Munir (John Riley’s friends), Joe Marchlewski, Chris Wikoff
(Marna Moorhead’s friends), Flo (Joyce Piekarski’s coworker), Kathy Dann & extended family, Kelly Graber (Hoenig family friend), Friend of Piekarski family, Joan
Butler (Lauren Stone’s mother), Anne Pease
UNDERGOING CANCER THERAPY
Mark Alpert (Courtney Rogers’ friend), Annie Hudak (Jay Hudak’s daughter), Laura
Jordan, Jennifer Mancuso (Terri Guenard’s friend), Ray Simard (Lysanne LaPierre’s
uncle), Vanessa Dyer (Heather Harris’ sister), Joey Ranney (Kathleen Ranney’s nephew), Kim Scartelli, (Lisa Guy’s friend), Megan Gropper, Andrea Gropper
(Meldrum family friends), Jennie Egmont (Kathy Egmont’s daughter-in-law), Barbara
Rizzo (Norma Morava’s friend), Joe (Brenda Bryan’s friend), Catherine Nester (Riley
family friend), Helen Wikoff, Noelle DeLahoz (Marna Moorhead’s friends), Tish
Barry (Sue Barry’s sister-in-law), Claire DeRosa (Irene Lattanzio’s sister), Greg
(Deanna Atchison’s friend)

IN NURSING HOMES OR ASSISTED LIVING
Academy Manor: Alison Atwood; Avita (Newburyport): Ann Clough; Marland Place: Mary Hamilton, Gwen VerPlanck; Meadows: Bev Boynton, Virginia Crusius, Ted Nowell; Methuen Village: Pat Shaw; Prescott House: Carlene Darby; River Ridge, Kennebunk, ME: Jennifer Tupper Pedneault; Sunrise
(Burlington): Phyllis Holmes; George Pratt (Marianne Knowles’ father)
SERVICE PERSONNEL
Andrew Santoro (Serena Manning’s son), Torrey Benware (Courtney Rogers’ cousin),
Alex Krienke (Larisa Henderson's brother-in-law)
ALSO - People in need or in crisis, both known and unknown to us.

August 27, 2017

-

9:30 a.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Parents/Tots Playgroup: Tuesdays 9:30 – 11:00am
(Children ages 5 and under at the Playground or Nursery)

Homecoming Sunday Breakfast: Sept. 10 from 9:15—10:15am
(registration for Sunday School and all church activities)
Homecoming Sunday Worship: Sept. 10 at 10:30am!
For more information on the above listings, visit: www.southchurch.com

